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Tewts: II
Fealm 17, Acts
Mat .
the Chuaroh

The Martvrs ars

Ferhiaps a fitting passage from Boripbure that puts the
thought for today into a nubshell comes from Fomans 12:1.

I appeal to you, therefore, brothers and sisters,
d, to present your bodiss as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto the
Lorvd. which ds your spiritual worship.

by The merociss of

Mo Tomgery are we primitive and of fey arnimal sacrifices. HWe also
o lomgey need scapegoats. Christmas brings bomes bto wus spiritual

worahin, That means sel f-giving, & self-giving that confronts

this world., How can this brutal sbtory have anybhing to do with

Christmas? you might ask. We just celebvated the bivih of the

Moaly Thild, and now we are right  in the middle of rather ugly

Miuiman aries. A& king has Zechariabh stornsd because he spoke the
trubh to power. Bel f-righteous religious people blow all the

commandments, who hooked in anger, drag Stephen out of the oity,

arnd stone him. Jesus is of course the first fruits. He

mar] words of the

head over the people of Jerusalem and says thess
gospel lesson over them just before théy crucdl Ty bilm.

What we have here is an offering. An offering of those
willing to plant their bodies in the divd, bto lay down their

lives, and die 0 the old world, so that their boclies becoms the

i

gsead fTor the new world. Thalbt they rise up and bear much fruit.
We planted several sunflower seeds gquite late this summer,
bult we planted them, Then the bheautiful flowers grew, and we

S el

o in getting two really largs ones. &nd as we were taking




ol of ome of the heads of the sunflowsy

the thousands of seed

o,
3l
]

and 1 asked my morsmr P you vemember how each

of these littles delicate plants pushed themselves out of the

ground? They were so small they cames up Wwith their l1ittle ssed-

shells like a cap o thely heads. And they grew up into this

af ohher

glovious sunflower. And one =

geeds bo saldt and feed us and snack on and with planty bto

to plant new seeds all over again,

Wherr we aoffer our lives, then life and 1ife more abundant
will become, a gloriouws harvest. &nd Christmas is the story of
God almighty sending his son to earth to be a sesd, like a red,
ved, rose, thﬂt;ﬁ gently born is spring.? The fact that it is in
the middle of winter, means nothing. That God planted this ross
makes 1t spring. & springtime of the planting of the children of
God. This is the rvrose thalt gives us the rose ﬁnvirmnm&nt,ithe
rose climate, the rose weather, the springtime of the planting of
the children of God, the firet seed planted here in Bethlehem,
bove bhat He miokbt odie for wus. Dome to taste owr bitter death, to
take thes sting out of it, o remove the thorn from the bush, that
oy lives might reenter the lovely garden, thse holy oiby, wher e

Ffeelinogs of love amd compassi and

oy and mubual faithfulne

support Flow for sach obher, vight out of the storehouse of all
the heavenly gifts, which God has wrappsd up for all who love

i

TRobert Burns: "My luve is likes a red, red rose

thabt®s newly sprung in June. ...
5 B




ars talking not about fhe gardesning seasons. We are

T

rroh Balking about the weather. We are talking about moral olimate

¥

of & people. We are talking about what brings an out pouring of
gifts of life, Taith , an engendering of the extracrdinary people
Lhat are an offering for the to God, who lay down their lives,
witn live a life of self-giving, which is spirvitual wovrship.

Argd thalt seesems bto provoke the radical wintry evil among us
Lo come out oand rear its head., Bub in the face of this monstrous
arnc violent evil, the chosern of Godd, born of bthe will of God,

for L

sating of the hungry, likse food in the

’ - . .,\ .
a manger, thesse are chewed up by the evil. And while

they are bhlseding to death, thsy pronounce the forgivensess.

Zochariah was old Testament. Jesus says forgive them, they krnow

[t

not what they do. Stephen says, Father do not take this sin

against them. And thereby he makes grace available sven to hisg

& young man, at whose feet all the coats of the
anraged mobh were placed, who was fully in accord with the
execution of this blasphemer, the young man who watched was named
Saul . And although evervybhing in Saul Qaa against this new sect

e

that was following Jesus, although be would not stand for ﬁﬁmeﬁﬂ&
whior chose love over holy and bime worn traditions, that martyr
wWas a see ﬁlaﬂtﬁﬂ’iﬂ his heart. éand the little plant came up
with the shell on it like a cap (like our sunflowerd. And Christ
pounced wpon bBim oon the road to Damascus, and he changed from a

peraecutor and torbursr into a gentles suffering servant of God. A&

valiant strongman against the forces and powers of darkness. And



e was ramed Paul, mearning the 1ittle bit., Where he had been
rramed after SBaul, the tall king, who was one cubit faller that

mer of Isvael. Now be was bhe 1ittle one for

arny of the
Chvist, who becams the Apostle, bringing in thousands of people
into the marvelous reign of Christ his Lord.

Mopefully you have been able fto follow me. Our spirvitual

worship means that vouw and 1 need to become Christmas gifts. A

——

mteady and faithful blesessing to obhers sven while we are being

killed sach day, and recogrned likes sheep for the slaughter. Like

voses cut from the plant, and gracing everyone with

elegance and fragrance while thelr dying is at hand. énd in a

spirit of great rvejoicing. Who would be so tasteless as bto count

..... T That cost, more precious than winning 45 million

dollars in the lottery has besn paid by Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Becauze what can be compared to giving one’s life for obhers in

laove? Before that offering all the money in wheelbarvow loads

a new atmosphere

comes o nobhing. And when this rose bloo

vadiates from ik, likes that lusuriowus per fume from a bouguet of

rosss. A whole new springtime of love and righlteousness comses oul

oof this flower and sngulfs us all. It is a springtime that malb

for the growing of a wonder ful garden, and swrrounding the garden
a holy city. And in that city is a stream of love and grace which
makes glad the city of our God. Because God, behold, lying in a

manger, an animals? food trough, is there in the midst of her.

A in the city of Bethlehen, which means housse of hre

akery, there is a heavenly bread like baked out of sunflower



bt feed the masses of the world, the one who is a living

who will seal that love with his very own blood,
spilled in rose-drops for you and for me on that oross.

And from the cradle to the cross, we count it all jov. It's
a life of the power of the forgiveness of sins. It's a life that
takes the most radical evil, like picking up a snake, and taking
the poison out of the fangs, and finding the snaks turn into a
creature that glorifiss and praises God from the holy ground upon

3, all the more loving, because of its consbant

.§/d4/4%4 SGo bhe seasons roll around, spring into wintesr, summer into

Fall. And I know it is winter into spring. Bub Christmas isg a
winter that is overcoms by a springbtims that enters into 1t and
overcames 1t's coldness with the warm and tropical sunshine of
God? s own imve” Ard it's this Christmas season we are after. What

does Chvistmas mean™ A ma of UChristfs. A& mass is worship, It is

The worship that Chrei practices. It is spivitual worship. It

sess, broken

worshins God in the midst of all the evils, fallthles:
relationships, and violence, and sin, and darkness of igrorance
and hate that we in the world walk in. And then dying o that,
being born anew to die to that, we become those who become

Chvistm gifte. Like Stephen, like Zechariah, like all the

little christs in Christ, Oscar Romero, bthe six Jesuits of El
Salvador, Faul and Peter, James and Jobn, Michael Btuckey, the
Fellow just knifed who saved Susan Bloan, who was being mugoed

mear the cable cars in 8.F., the reporbters who kept thelr cameras



fiwed on the orimes of the p - fuly, who paid Tor thelr wiine

wWwith theiv lives., Ifm thinking of FHoos Hooster and his three

fellow reporbers in El Salvador.

o

But the Thristmas season is power fully Tull of witns

What a Christmas

worship was demonstrated o us by

the Febtaluma community. They gobt btogether. Forget bthe mere

iy obid ladven o omilk bobttles! They gob o bthe bobtbom of
Follyfse disappearance and brought the radical evil of a
payohopath to Light foor all the world bto see and shun. They

py ot ed that person and have put him into a space where he can

rrn lomger dooany harm. And they have the Follypowsr bo continue
Christmas. aAnd pesrhaps FPolly may inspirve us to put an end o
viclent crime in ouwr midst. Encugh is enough!

Just look at 2020 on TV, They showed tThe Fumanian children
whio received happy homes. I watoched that on Christmas eve with
tears streaming dmwnkmy face. The children were in pens like

i like they were in a concentrabtion camp.

They were heing hosed down 1Tike amimals. Those dogoed reporters
gt i bhers, ook pictures of those ohildren that had been
Ehvown away by the ugliness of the oold winters of the heart, an

the ohildren have been bakern into homes and changsd into the

v Gewed b be. The omes with a olub

founl, received an operabion, and was running just as sweebtly as

car he. dnd the prouwd father was
plans™ Well, I want bto send bhie to Harvard!

We meed to glori Ty God, becauss our veporters are real

£
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need to honor. And we need to take the example of
these reporterse and produce the springtime that thaws out the
deepest winter irn the hearts of the old godless and forsaken,
Bitter and oruel people here on earth.

And it ds dome by spiritual worship. By the worship of

Chriat. By Christ®s mass.

Dur funds

were ot very plentiful this yvear. We left

double income salarvies in Broocklyn for me bto get a FhbD.
Tight. Lo and behold, suddenly my sisters and brothers

LS
ot oo Chridstmas sve and bouaght
» : D course we had way too much
= but I needed to share;, and it is rough to share wibthoubt money.
But I had writtern another real strong interpretation of
Christmas, and a family lebtbter. The real point is to gebt into
this Uhrist worship, this F e of Christ right owub ins
the world and make bhat pen that brings us all to
oty kress around that old trough, we call a manger.
Al .

Christmas is not a season, but the condition that oy souls

o

oo f 1l T

and onildven some pre

Mgy eds

my wi fe

are in. It is the gquality of life enbanced by love and

a favor of God that we can bask in, as 1§ we were

flooded by warm btvopical sunshine. Christmas is the seed planting
which bodes the promise of a wonder ful harvest. The people are
really different around CThristmas. There is an oudpouring of
faith and love and common attempt to reach out to the needy. But
there is a grace by which we proclaim that thie is bub a

The Thrvistmas rose will blossom and grow that 10

bregyd mimnd

g
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1y oy cbhat 10, 000

nases wWwill engulf the sarth in & new birth of grace. Amsn.



